
F R E E  P R I N T A B L E   -   C A L I F O R N I A C A L .  C I V .  C O D E  §  1 9 5 0 . 5   -   A B  2 8 0 1

Move-Out Documentation Checklist
For California landlords and property managers

What California Civil Code § 1950.5 describes for a security-deposit itemized statement, including the photograph

requirements added by AB 2801 — plus a practical shot list. Print it, keep it with the unit file, and tick items off as

you go.

A Your 21-day worksheet

P R O P E R T Y  /  U N I T

D A T E  T H E  T E N A N T  V A C A T E D  /  R E T U R N E D  P O S S E S S I O N

+  2 1  C A L E N D A R  D A Y S   =   S T A T E M E N T  D U E  N O  L A T E R  T H A N

S E C U R I T Y  D E P O S I T  H E L D

$

R E P A I R  A N D  C L E A N I N G  D E D U C T I O N S ,  T O T A L

$

Calendar days, not business days. If repair and cleaning deductions together do not exceed $125, the statute states the
supporting-document paragraphs need not be followed — read § 1950.5(g)(4) to confirm how that applies to you.

B What the statute describes

Move-in photographs
For tenancies beginning on or after July 1, 2025, photographs of the unit are taken immediately before, or at the start of, the
tenancy.
A B  2 8 0 1  ( 2 0 2 3 – 2 0 2 4  R E G .  S E S S . )   -   E F F E C T I V E  J U L  1 ,  2 0 2 5

Move-out photographs
Beginning April 1, 2025, photographs are taken within a reasonable time after possession returns to the landlord — and before
any repairs or cleaning begin.
A B  2 8 0 1  ( 2 0 2 3 – 2 0 2 4  R E G .  S E S S . )   -   E F F E C T I V E  A P R  1 ,  2 0 2 5

Post-repair photographs
Photographs are also taken within a reasonable time after the repairs or cleaning are completed.
A B  2 8 0 1  ( 2 0 2 3 – 2 0 2 4  R E G .  S E S S . )   -   E F F E C T I V E  A P R  1 ,  2 0 2 5

Educational checklist, not legal advice. MoveOutGuard is not a law firm. Sources: Cal. Civ. Code § 1950.5 and AB 2801 at leginfo.legislature.ca.gov.
Sources verified July 2026.
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Itemized statement within 21 calendar days
The itemized statement and any remaining deposit are provided no later than 21 calendar days after the tenant vacates.
C A L .  C I V .  C O D E  §  1 9 5 0 . 5

Bills, invoices, or receipts
Copies of bills, invoices, or receipts supporting the deductions accompany the itemized statement.
C A L .  C I V .  C O D E  §  1 9 5 0 . 5

Delivering the photographs
The photographs are provided to the tenant along with the itemized statement. They may be delivered by mail, email, flash
drive, or a link where the tenant can view them online.
A B  2 8 0 1  ( 2 0 2 3 – 2 0 2 4  R E G .  S E S S . )

C Photo shot list

P R A C T I C A L  S U G G E S T I O N S  -  N O T  S T A T U T O R Y  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

A R E A M O V E - I N M O V E - O U T R E P A I R E D

A wide shot of every room from the doorway, then each wall.

Floors, carpets, and baseboards in each room.

Kitchen appliances inside and out: oven, refrigerator, dishwasher,
range hood.

Bathroom fixtures: tub or shower, toilet, sink, vanity, tile and grout.

Windows, blinds, screens, doors, and locks.

Close-ups of any damage, with a common object in frame for scale.

Keys and remotes returned, and utility meter readings if relevant.

Exterior areas the tenant was responsible for: patio, yard, garage.

D Habits that keep the record clean

Take move-out photos before any cleaning or repair work begins.

Keep the original files. Do not crop, filter, or strip the date information.

Repeat the same angles at move-in, move-out, and after repairs.

Keep every bill, invoice, and receipt with the photos of the work it paid for.

W A N T  I T  A S S E M B L E D  F O R  Y O U ?

Photos, receipts, and the itemized statement in one PDF.
Free California check, no account: moveoutguard.com/risk-check

Educational checklist, not legal advice. MoveOutGuard is not a law firm. Sources: Cal. Civ. Code § 1950.5 and AB 2801 at leginfo.legislature.ca.gov.
Sources verified July 2026.

2 / 2


